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MARCELO SCANU

Argentine Andes 2013

It has been a good year for climbing and exploration in Argentina. From 
the Northern and Central Andes to the far south, many summits remain 
unexplored and there is scope for many new routes. This report deals 
mainly with significant ascents in 2013.

Northern Andes
Antofalla (6409m) volcano is the second highest summit of the barren 

high mountain desert of Puna. It was (and actually still is) a sacred moun-
tain – the Incas erected a large stone circle on the summit. Christian Vitry, 
a well known high mountain archaeologist visited the area with Sebastián 
Cura and Diego Sberna. They had some difficulties reaching the first camp 
(4400m 25° 24' 34.80"S, 67° 54' 13.40"W) because rain had destroyed part 
of the track. Next day they continued 15km south and erected a second 
camp (5100m, 25° 31' 12.50"S, 67° 53' 17.49"W). That same day, 20 
February, they climbed a virgin summit due north of Antofalla that they 
named Colorado de Antofalla (5787m 25° 31' 57.98"S, 67°53'56.48"W). 
Some days later they also climbed Antofalla itself.

Volcán Peinado (The Combed One) is a new, nicely shaped volcano, 

Peinado (5741m). (Marcelo Scanu)

also climbed by the Incas. Legend has it that Peinado is unclimbable and 
that the summit is guarded by a bull with golden horns. The first non-Inca 
ascent was from the north (Inca Route) by Austrian Mathias Rebitsch and 
Argentine Sergio Domicelj. In 1996 Marcelo Scanu and party made the 
second modern ascent and the first by the South Route. This route subse-
quently received three more ascents. The summit, (approx. 26° 37' 30"S, 
68° 07'W) is officially put at 5741m but many other summits in the area 
look to be higher (between 5800m and 5840m).

On 1 January, Brazilians Waldemar and Pedro Hauck climbed a new 
route on Peinado from the north, starting in a labyrinth of rocky, ash 
filled volcanic valleys, then climbing a rough face of large volcanic boul-
ders before gaining a summit crater complete with turquoise lagoon. The 
descent was difficult, the party regaining their camp at 10pm. I must point 
out that an Argentine party has claimed this route but the report and the 
photos shown to me do not give any proof of it. 

In November, on nearby Volcán Bertrand (5207m), an Argentine group 
descended to the bottom of the crater (some 400m below the summit) 
and from there made a new route to the north (5188m) summit. The first 
descent to Bertrand’s crater was made in 2008 by Scanu and Querlico.

Various first ascents have been made in honour of Walther Penck (1888-
1923), in the Paso de San Francisco region. Penck was a young German 
scientist who worked for the Argentine government producing maps. He 
climbed many mountains in 1912 and 1913, most of them awaiting a second 
ascent until recently. He wrote that he didn’t think anyone would retrace 
his steps. Some Argentine climbers, knowing this, visited these mountains 
in the high desert between November 2012 and December 2013. Guillermo 
Almaraz repeated many of Penck’s routes, variously with Eduardo Namur, 
Daniel Pontin, Lelio de Crocci, Pablo Coria or Pantaleón.

The group also climbed many virgin peaks in the Cordillera de San 
Buenaventura: Loma Larga (5200m) (26º 43' 51.5"S, 68º 10' 36.2"W) by 
its west face and south-west ridge, Volcán Bolinder (5597m) and his twin 

Bolinder from the 
south-west with 
route marked.
(Guillermo Almaraz)
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Volcán Zacarías (5520m) (26° 44' 44.8"S, 68° 05" 44.1'W). Many other 
minor summits were also ascended.

In September, during the southern winter, Argentines Marcelo Casilli 
and Marcelo Scanu also made an ascent in honour of Penck’s centen-
nial in the Sierra de Narvaez. They left the Las Peladas hut at midday 
on 5 September in dust and salt laden winds up to 100 kph. At 16.30 they 
erected camp at 4500m in a creek beneath a 5000m peak. They set out 
at 09.00 next day, reaching the 5032m summit, with a little cairn but no 
documents, via the south-west ridge. They continued north with a condor 
overhead for company and reached the highest 5047m summit at 13.30. 
There they found a huge destroyed cairn, surely made by Penck a hundred 
years before and also surveyors’ markings from c.1950. The pair descended 
to camp and then on to Las Peladas the same day.

On 20 December, Guillermo Almaraz and Pablo Bertoni established a 
new route on the south face of Cerro Nacimiento, reaching the highest 
summit – Nacimiento North-west or Nacimiento I, (6460m 27º 16' 
51.5"S, 68º 31' 28"W). This summit has received only seven ascents and 
many climbers, including Almaraz, consider it to be the highest although 
Nacimiento II or North-east is shown on the Argentine map as the highest 
at 6436m. Regarded as the highest for many years, it has received 15 ascents 
overall. The other summits are Nacimiento III or South-east (6391m) and 
Nacimiento IV or South-west with (6322m). This high mountain region 
remains one of the least explored and little known in the world.

On 19 November, Argentines Glauco Muratti and Adrián Petrocelli 
ascended Río Salado, a virgin 6350m volcano in the Ojos del Salado Region.

They slept with their vehicle at 4700m in Cañada Cazadero Oeste and 
next day continued on foot to camp at 5200m next to some penitentes, 
which provided the only available water in this desert. On day three the 
pair continued through complex terrain to reach the col adjoining Volcán 
Huayco in strong winds. The rock here has strange surface channels carved 

Loma Larga with 
Peinado behind.
(Guillermo 
Almaraz)

by thousands of years of wind erosion. 
Leaving their sacs at 6100m the pair attempted the summit but had to 

retreat to the base of the west glacier of Cerro Huayco at 5900m where 
there was water and some shelter from the wind. On summit day they 
reached a 6150m col, descended a long way to a rare turquoise lagoon, 
continued up a lava flow to reach the north ridge and summit, an old crater 
rim, at midday before returning to base camp the same day. They named 
the mountain Cerro Rìo Salado after a nearby river.

The summit of Volcán Veladero (6436m) in La Rioja is home to the 
world’s third highest ruins – a ceremonial Inca platform. The mountain 
received its first ‘modern’ ascent in 1986, but contemporary maps recorded 
it as a minor summit more than 1000m lower than the real height. Basque 
resident in Argentina Arkaitz Ibarra and Argentine Gerardo Cano climbed 
a new route, via the rocky north ridge, during 14-20 October from a base 
camp at 5000m.

Central Andes
Cerro Olivares del Límite lies on the border with Chile in San Juan 

Province and must not be confused with Olivares (6266m) located nearby 
but entirely in Argentine territory. Olivares del Límite (6220m) had only 
been climbed previously from Chile, the route facilitated by the lack of 
glaciers on that side, but in the last days of 2012, Máximo Kausch, an 
Argentine resident in Brazil, summited Olivares del Límite from Argen-
tina. From a camp at c.4900m near Portezuelo de Olivares he climbed 
the north-east glacier (AD+/D-, 700m) taking in the lower, virgin North 
Summit (6105m).

Rio Saldo massif with Muratti/Petrocelli line marked. (Glauco Muratti)
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In the Precordillera, the limestone peak Cerro Pachaco (c.3200m) 
received a new route from Willi Luhmann and Gabriel Fava. Pijchu 
(1100m of which 600m climbing and 12 pitches were new, F6b+) finishes 
on the East Summit. The first three pitches are a variation of the Canal de 
la Guasa. The route then takes slabs on the East Face, followed by four big 
dihedrals to connect with the normal route, before more slabs lead right of 
the final spur.

There are now five routes on Pachaco: the original first ascent by 
Kummel, Altrichter and Leuzzi on 5 April 1958, IV with some V on the 
final section; Canal de la Y (Fritz Altrichter, Oscar Kummel, José Miní and 
Domingo Vega, 28 March, 1959), 800m IV; the Central Spur – few details 
are available about this route but it takes a similar line to the first ascent 
finishing on the highest East Summit by a grade V pitch; finally Canal de la 
Guasa (Roberto Piriz, Aníbal Maturano, July 2012) a short 200m F6a route 
not gaining the summit.

In the Ansilta Range, Argentines Sebastián Aguiar and Fabrizio Oieni 
put up Tracción a Sangre on the unclimbed south-east face of Pico Número 
3, aka Teniente Francisco Ibáñez (5550m) on 15 November. Tracción is 
graded PD, 45º with sections of 60º, some pitches of Grade II rock and 
1600m of altitude gain from base camp. In the Cordillera de la Totora, a 
nearly unexplored range north of Ansilta, there have been many ascents 
since 2012 including: Cerro de los Dragones (5615m), Cerro Calingasta 
(5330m), Pico Maida del Calingasta (5291m), Cerro Alfil (5130m), Cerro 
Cabeza de León (5045m), plus minor summits.

Aconcagua Massif 
Cerro Tolosa (5432m) was first ascended in 1903 by Countess Nadine 

Lougonine Von Meyendorff and Alois Pollinger. On 28 October, Pablo 
Busso and Gabriel Fava climbed the west face from a camp at 5000m to 

Panorama of the world’s highest volcanoes from the summit of Cerro Mesada. 
(Marcelo Scanu)

the slightly lower North Summit. The pair named the route Por los huevos 
del hombre Cojo, (1000m/65º/IV/M2).

Tierra del Fuego
During the dry winter of 2013 Argentines José Bonacalza, Ian Schwer 

and Julián Fehrmann were active putting up new routes. On 14 July they 
climbed Eslabón de Lujo (190m, M5), a new route on the south face of the 
well known Monte Olivia (1318m). The start involves 15 metres of M3, 
120 metres of 50/60º and finally 50 metres of exposed M5 before a short 
traverse to the summit by the normal route. 

On July 21 they made the first ascent of Monte Toun, naming the route 
Castorcitis. A 40º approach leads to 250 metres of mixed M4/M5. On 24 
July they climbed a new line on the east face of Cerro Cinco Hermanos 
(1280m). Pinguinos Voladores (150m, M5) comprises: 25m 60º; 55m M4 and 
60m M5 linking the dihedral route to the summit. Finally on 29 July they 
climbed Viaje Completo (230m, 50º, M3) a new route on the south-west face 
of Torre del Pingui (Torres del Rino group).


